
means adapted to Great Britain or the United States, from the fact that
our institutions have received no government aid and care. The first
board of examiners (or even the first generation, if a change were made)
would, if competent, be without the restraints that would exist if a large
body of competent men had beim educated to look after them. I
have no doubt that some of the most unworthy and incompetent would
find places, even in the schools and hospitals of Paris, were it not for the
fact that these contests are by law held in public, and the public look
after them. These remarks may seem to embrace impressions of dis-
trust for the medical talent of our own country. This supposition would
be just only to a certain extent. I should be unwilling to admit that we

have not as good medical talent as exists any where ; but that very many,
licensed to practise medicine in the United States, are no credit to them-
selves or to the profession, no one will deny. On the contrary, every
person who engages in practice here, is compelled to acquire much of
the elements of medical science. C. B. Chapman.

DR. DICK'S ALPHABETICAL NOTICES OF SUBJECTS CONNECTED
WITH THE TREATMENT OE DYSPEPSIA.

[Concluded from page 180.]
Valeriana Officinalis.—In ibis country valerian has hardly any other
reputation than that of an antispasmodic. On the Continent, and more

.

especially in France, it gels credit for other virtues. It is even consider-
ed by some as a specific in epilepsy—an estimate of it more flattering
than well founded. In truth, even as an antispasmodic, it suits only
the less grave and purely functional nervous derangements, such as hys-
teria ; and in such cases it acts best when combined with ether or am-
monia. Combined with the metallic salts, its range of action is ex-
tended to cases of a more chronic kind. Thus the valerianate of zinc
is highly useful in a variety of neuralgic disorders. In France an ex-

tract is employed. A chemist in London, who attempted this prepara-
tion at my request, finds it easily made. My object was to combine it
with bismuth in gastrodynia.

Wine.—Few, indeed, are the cases of dyspeptic derangement in
which the use of wine is indicated. On the other hand, it sometimes
happens that abnormal states of the prima via present obstacles to the
use of wine when it is constitutionally required ; yet such cases are not
frequent, for the constitutional disorder usually, by a sort of vicarious
action, annihilates the irritability of the stomach, duodenum, &ic.

For those free from the arthritic and rheumatic diathesis, and whose
digestive organs are healthy, perhaps the best of all wines are. good hock
and claret. For those, however, whose digestion is feeble and disturbed
by lactic acid in excess, as is the case with many, the more brandied
wines, particularly sherry, are the most eligible.

The gross adulterations practised on almost all wines, very much les-
sen the advantage lo be derived from cither their dietetic or medicinal
employment. The good effects of a salutary stimulus are often more
than neutralized by the derangement to primary and secondary assimila-
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tion caused by the excessive admixture of alcohol, or by the tannin,
coloring matters, &,c, added to give a deceptive strength and flavor to
the liquor.

In his day, Dr. Darwin preferred well-made British wines to the
foreign. We have little doubt that it would be easy to manufacture a
home article not much inferior in agreeableness to much that is imported,
and without those interpolations which prevent persons aware of them
from using foreign liquors without feelings of uncertainty or disgust.

Zinc.—The oxide and sulphate of zinc are the only two preparations
requiring notice here. The former is a mild tonic and antispasmodic ;
the latter is an astringent tonic, and, in larger doses, an energetic emetic.

1 have thus brought these papers to a close, and take this opportunity
of expressing my gratification at the intimations which I have from time
to time received from professional brethren, of their satisfaction with my
slight contributions.—London Lancet.

THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL.

BOSTON, NOVEMBER 5, 1851.

Residence for Consumptives.—Medical practitioners will no doubt avail
themselves of Dr. Burnett's recommendation, in to-day's Journal, with re-

gard to those of their consumptive patients who are about going South on the
approach of winter. Dr. Burnett speaks from actual experience, which
gives additional importance to his communication ; and being also an ac-

complished physician, and a careful and scientific observer, we have im-
plicit confidence in his statements, and respect for his suggestions.

Expulsion of Tape-worm.—A communication in this day's Journal, from
Dr. Cragin, American Consul at Paramaribo, who was in Boston the past
week, adds very considerably to the weight of testimony accumulating in
favor of the specific action of pumpkin or common squash seeds in the ex-

pulsion of tape-worm. The specimen accompanying Dr. Cragin's paper is
the strongest of evidence. No one, we believe, who has resorted to this
simplest of all medication, has been disappointed in its action.

While collecting memoranda of diseases in the East, and especially in

Egypt, we have no recollection that any person spoke of lamia. At the
corners of the streets and in the bazars, in the cities and towns through
the valley of the Nile, squash seeds are retailed as nuts are in our own

towns, and all the lower classes of people seem to be perpetually eating
them. Whether this universal custom would prevent the development of
tape-worm, or dislodge it so seasonably as to lead to the opinion that it
never appeared there, is yet to be ascertained. Certainly the imprisoned
animals, which are occasionally brought here from Africa, are annoyed by
the tape-worm, as well as those from South America. A very fine ant

hear, belonging to a menagerie, died while on exhibition in Boston, some

years since, the victim of two enormous tape-worms that look possession
of the digestive apparatus, filling the intestinal canal nearly full.
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